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NEAR & FAR AID

OUR MISSION

Near & Far Aid, a volunteer fundraising and fund granting organization, is dedicated
to eliminating the causes and effects of poverty in Fairfield County.

We accomplish our mission by finding and funding programs that provide life's most
basic necessities, as well as those that seek to achieve lasting change.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENTS

DEAR FRIENDS,

As we reflect on another impactful year at Near & Far Aid, we want to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to all our supporters. Thanks to your generosity, we granted $1.1 million to 103
non-profit agencies across Fairfield County. Your contributions made a significant difference
in providing vital services to our neighbors in need.

We deeply appreciate our generous donors and corporate sponsors, whose commitment fuels

our mission. A special thank you goes to our dedicated all-volunteer board, whose tireless

efforts in vetting agencies and carefully managing donated funds ensure that your trust is honored.
We also want to recognize our enthusiastic volunteers, whose passion and hard work bring our
fundraising events to life.

For 77 years, Near & Far Aid has been committed to addressing the root causes and effects
of poverty in our community. We are keenly aware of the significant economic disparities that
exist in Fairfield County, and endeavor to lessen the burden of those less fortunate among us.

The United Way of Coastal and Western Connecticut reports* that a household survival budget
for a family of four in Bridgeport is $116,580, equating to household earnings of $58.29/hour.
With more than half of the top 20 occupations in Connecticut paying an hourly wage of less than
$20—combined with decreasing eligibility for public assistance--it is no wonder that 42% of our
neighbors cannot afford life's most basic necessities.

Our granting priorities include:

* Emergency food assistance, shelter, and permanent affordable housing

* Access to quality health and mental health services

e Educational opportunities for children, including after-school and summer programming
* Employment and life-skills training for adults

As we look to the future, we are inspired by the collective commitment of our non-profit partners
and the unwavering support from our community. Together, we can continue to target poverty and

create lasting change in the lives of those we serve.

Thank you for standing with us in this vital work. Your support truly makes a difference.

With gratitude,

G e

Joanne Mason
Co-President, Near & Far Aid

andn

Emily Gordon
Co-President, Near & Far Aid

*ALICE in CT 2024 Update (2022 data) Co-Presidents Joanne Mason + Emily Gordon, Vice President Suzanne Jesse




NEAR & FAR AID

THE NEED

Fairfield County is home to some of the sharpest disparities in income and well-being among major metropolitan areas
in the country. While residents in Fairfield County’s wealthier suburban communities enjoy a high quality of life where
the majority own their own home, have high paying jobs, and their children attend well-funded schools, many residents
of under-resourced neighboring communities struggle to make ends meet.

Access to safe, affordable housing, quality health and mental

health services, adequate and affordable transportation services,
and educational opportunities for children are severely challenged.
The COVID-19 Pandemic amplified the disparities that have long
existed, and the gaps in income and opportunity have only
widened.

COST INCREASES 2014-2024

CT DataHaven, analyzing data provided by the U.S. Bureau

of Labor Statistics, reported that the median household income
in Fairfield County in 2023 was $101,194, higher than much of

the country, but not high enough to meet the burgeoning costs
of living, particularly for food and housing. The DataHaven 2023

Wages HousingCPI All Items

. . . . Source: MarketWatch - Data sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Town qu-“ty Reports revealed that income varied greatly within consumer price index: Housing in U.S. city average, all items 2014 - 2024,

the region, with Darien recording the highest median income M‘Zldia” “?‘;{fe;(‘;g‘l@a' earnings: Wage and salary workers: 16 years
and over, -

of $250,001 and Bridgeport recording the lowest of $50,597.

While wages have gone up across Fairfield County, they have not kept up with the rising costs of living.

United Way's 2024 update of the CT ALICE Report highlighted the financial challenges faced by many working families,
particularly in the Bridgeport Planning Area. As illustrated in the chart below, a minimum survival budget for a family

of four with two children in daycare rose to $116, 580 in 2022, requiring a combined hourly household wage of $58.29
to be able to afford life's most basic necessities! A family with a household income of $100,000, now considered low
income, struggles to make ends meet.

1 Adult 1 Adult

2 Adults 2 Adults

Monthly Costs + Credits 1 Adult 1Child 1 Childcare 2 Adults 2 Children 2 Childcare 1 Senior 2 Seniors
Housing - Rent $748 $844 $844 $844 $1,061 $1,061 $748 $844
Housing - Utilities $163 $258 $258 $258 $310 $310 $163 $258
Child Care $0 $508 $1,365 $0 $1,016 $2,812 $0 $0

Food $575 $975 $875 $1,054 $1,773 $1,566 $531 $973
Transportation $424 $558 $558 $664 $1,074 $1,074 $360 $536
Health Care $195 $430 $430 $430 $693 $693 $610 $1,221
Technology $86 $86 $86 $116 $116 $116 $86 $116
Miscellaneous $219 $366 $441 $337 $604 $763 $250 $395
Tax Payments $435 $932 $1,155 $596 $1,321 $1,753 $519 $912
Tax Credit $0 ($217) ($217) $0 ($433) ($433) $0 $0
Monthly Total $2,845 $4,740 $5,784 $4,299 $7,535 $9,715 $3,267 $5,255
ANNUAL TOTAL $34,140 $56,880 $69,408 $51,588 $90,420 | $116,580 | $39,204 $63,060
Hourly Wage $17.10 $28.44 $34.70 $25.79 $45.21 $58.29 $19.60 $31.53




HOW WE HELP

Securing affordable safe housing Is particularly challenging
for lower income households. 52% of Fairfield County
renters report being cost-burdened, with more than a
third of their income going to rental costs. 44% of very
low-income households report being severely cost
burdened, with more than 50% of their income going

to rental costs. With housing costs commanding a greater
percentage of the household budget, families struggle

to make ends meet, with little to no room for discretionary
spending.

As shown in the chart below, the proportion of poor/
working poor in Fairfield County towns with a population
greater than 10,000 varies greatly. 66% of Bridgeport's
55,555 households are living at or below ALICE** thresh-
olds--21% with incomes at or below the Federal poverty
line. Not surprisingly, the geographic focus of Near & Far
Aid’s funding is concentrated in the cities suffering the
most pervasive poverty.

Emergency Services and Critical Needs

Many of the agencies which Near & Far Aid funds
assist with helping to shelter individuals and families
who are temporarily without a safe and stable place
to live, including victims of domestic violence. These
households also struggle to pay for basic necessities
such as housing, food, childcare and education.

Our partner agencies work to help residents secure
permanent supportive housing, helping to stabilize
families and the broader community.
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Education and Hope for the Future

A good education is essential to ensuring children have
the tools to become independent and productive adults.
Educated children help to break the generational cycle
of poverty within families. Toward this end, Near & Far
Aid supports high quality education, academic support,
after-school enrichment and summer programs.

*Poverty, defined as earning below $27,750 for a family of four in CT in 2022
**Asset-Limited, Income-Constrained Employed
Source:ALICE in CT 2024 Update (2022 data)

Economic Security

Consistent employment and a steady source

of income are necessary components for a family’s
financial and social stability. Near & Far Aid funds
agencies which provide job skills training, helping
adults secure better, higher paying jobs to enhance
their family’s monetary resources and self-esteem,
which in turn strengthens the fabric of their
communities.




NEAR & FAR AID

Near & Far Aid has been proud to support the work of Nourish (nOURish)
Bridgeport for over ten years. The Reverend Sara Smith, Esq., is the founder
and CEO of Nourish Bridgeport, a nonprofit focused on fighting food insecurity
and fostering community well-being in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

With a background in law and ministry, she transitioned to social activism,
establishing Nourish Bridgeport in 2009. Under her leadership, the organization
has expanded to offer various programs, including a food pantry, community
dinners, and educational support. Reverend Smith's work has earned her several
accolades, including the “American Dream” Award and recognition for her
leadership with refugees.

Reverend Sara Smith, Esq.

Nourish Bridgeport has made a profound impact
on the Bridgeport community through its innova-
tive approach to fighting food insecurity. One of
its key initiatives is a hydroponic farm, which not
only produces fresh, nutrient-rich vegetables
year-round but also serves as an educational tool,
teaching residents about sustainable farming
techniques. By using modern farming techniques,
they ensure sustainable access to nutritious
produce, providing local families with high-quality
food and promoting healthy eating habits.

The farm enhances access to healthy foods in an area where fresh produce is often scarce, helping improve
the community's overall health and wellness. The average life expectancy in Bridgeport is 60 years old,
while just ten minutes away in Westport, it is 79; having access to healthy, nutritious food is a huge factor

in this. The farm also employs many workers that were previously recipients of Nourish Bridgeport's services
- most of whom are either immigrants or previously unhoused.

In addition to the farm, Nourish Bridgeport
operates a well-organized food pantry, providing
essential groceries to families in need. This pantry
ensures that individuals facing food insecurity
have reliable access to nutritious meals. By distrib-
uting fresh produce from the hydroponic farm
alongside other staples, Nourish Bridgeport
contributes to healthier eating habits and the
reduction of hunger.



AGENCY SPOTLIGHT: NOURISH BRIDGEPORT

With a focus on dignity and choice, the pantry allows visitors to select items that suit their tastes and
dietary needs, fostering a sense of empowerment and community. They also have a baby pantry where
they distribute diapers, baby needs and infant formula when available.

Nourish Bridgeport's ESL program addresses
the educational gap for non-native English
speakers. By offering English as a Second
Language classes, they empower individuals
with the language skills necessary for employ-
ment, social interaction, and navigating
essential services. This educational support
helps individuals integrate more fully into
society, opening doors to new opportunities.
They teach English, financial literacy and
citizenship weekly to over 100 immigrants
and refugees from all over the world.

Finally, their mobile hot meal program brings warm, nutritious meals directly to those who need them
most. By providing meals on the go, they meet the needs of the homeless, elderly, and those with
limited mobility, ensuring no one goes hungry.

By offering a holistic approach that integrates education, access to fresh food, and community support,
Nourish Bridgeport strengthens the social fabric and promotes long-term well-being. Through these
programs, Nourish Bridgeport not only fights hunger but also nurtures growth, connection, and
empowerment, fostering a healthier, more resilient community.




NEAR & FAR AID

AUDITED FINANCIALS

REVENUE AND SUPPORT
Corporate and Individual Event Sponsorship $369,124
+ Contributions

Individual Donations $513,479
Event Revenues $597,458
In-Kind Material and Services $113,679
Investment Income, net of fees $77,341
Realized and Unrealized Gains (and Losses) $11,790
Total Revenue and Support $1,682,871
DIRECT EXPENSES

Grants to Charity $1,088,500
Events $393,665
Operating $56,305
Total Direct Expenses $1,538,470
Change in Net Assets from Operations $144,401
Net Assets, Beginning of Year $1,753,117
Net Assets, End of Year $1,897,518
2024-25 Granting Pool Reserve $1,200,000
Special Gift Reserve $25,000
Sharon Kane Klammer Honorary Gift Reserve $31,500

Net Unrestricted Reserves $641,018



2023-2024 GRANT ALLOCATIONS

GRANT ALLOCATIONS BY AREA OF NEED

@® Aid to Families at Risk $180,500
® Aid to Homeless $181,000
® Aid to Adults in Crisis $92,500

Aid to Children $135,000
@® Community Health Services $90,000
@ Education/Training for Adults ~ $126,500
@® Education for Children $263,000

TOTAL: $1,068,500

GRANT ALLOCATIONS BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

@ Bridgeport $385,500

@® Lower Fairfield County $112,500

® Norwalk $182,500

® Stamford $171,500

@ Upper Fairfield County $134,000
Other CT Counties $82,500
TOTAL: $1,068,500

An additional $20,000 was granted as special gifts.



NEAR & FAR AID

TOTAL FUNDS GRANTED
IN 2023-2024

$1,088,500

GRANTS
$1,068,500

SPECIAL GIFTS
$20,000

Near & Far Aid impacts thousands of people
through our grants to agencies that work to
eliminate the causes and effects of poverty.
We focus on Fairfield County, and partnerships

that foster lasting change and a hopeful future.

The agencies we support continue to evolve,
creating new programs in response to ever
increasing needs. They provide food, housing,
education, child and elder care, and a social
safety net for families throughout Fairfield
County.

We are encouraged and inspired by the
collective commitment of our non-profit
partners to build a stronger community.

Achievement First

Adam J. Lewis Academy

All Our Kin

Americares Free Clinics

Arts for Learning Connecticut

Association of Religious Communities

Boys & Girls Club of Stamford

Boys & Girls Village

Bridge Academy

Bridge House

Bridgeport Caribe Youth Leaders

Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust

Bridgeport Public Education Fund

Bridgeport Rescue Mission

Building One Community

Cardinal Sheehan Center

Career Resources

Caroline House

Carver Foundation of Norwalk

Center for Children’s Advocacy

Child Advocates of SW Connecticut

Children in Placement

CLASP Homes — Westport

Community Resources for Justice — Family re-Entry

Connect-Us

Connecticut Institute for Refugees and Immigrants

Danbury Grassroots Academy

Diaper Bank of Connecticut

Discovery Museum

Domestic Violence Crisis Center

Domus Kids

ElderHouse

Emerge

Family & Children’s Agency

Family & Children’s Aid

Family Centers

Filling in the Blanks

Food Rescue US

Future 5

Global PEHT Corp. — Partnership to
End Human Trafficking

Great Oaks Charter School — Bridgeport

Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County



2023 - 2024 GRANTS

Hall Neighborhood House

Healing Tree Economic Development

HELP for Kids — An Exchange Club

HomeFront

Homes With Hope

Horizons Bridgeport

Horizons at Greens Farms Academy

Horizons at New Canaan Country School

Horizons at Sacred Heart University

Housatonic Community College Foundation

Human Services Council — Aid to Children

Human Services Council - Community Health Services

Inspirica

INTEMPO

Jewish Family Services Greenwich

Junior Achievement of Greater Fairfield County

KEYS

Kids In Crisis

Laurel House

Liberation Programs

LifeBridge Community Services

Malta House

McGivney Community Center

Mental Health Services at Bridgeport Hospital

Mercy Learning Center of Bridgeport

Mid-Fairfield Child Guidance Center

Mozaic Senior Life Center for Elder Abuse Prevention
- Bridgeport

New Reach

Norma Pfriem Breast Center

Norwalk Community College Foundation

Norwalk Housing Foundation

Norwalk/Stamford Grassroots Tennis & Education

Nourish Bridgeport

Open Doors

Operation Hope

Pacific House

Park City Initiative Corp.

Person-to-Person

Planned Parenthood of Southern New England

Project Music

Renewal House

RYASAP

Saint Joseph Parenting Center

Shepherds

SoundWaters

Stamford Public Education Foundation

Stepping Stones Museum for Children

Sterling House Community Center

The Carver Inc.

The Center for Empowerment and Education

The Center for Family Justice

The Child and Family Guidance Center

The Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport -
Food Access

The Rowan Center

The Tiny Miracles Foundation

Thomas Merton Center

Urban Impact of Black Rock

Wakeman Boys & Girls Club

Women's Mentoring Network

Workplace

YMCA Central CT Coast - Camp Hi-Rock

YWCA Greenwich

SPECIAL GIFTS:

Al's Angels

Bridgeport Neighborhood Trust

Fairfield Family Services

Horizons Norwalk Community College
The Tiny Miracles Foundation

Westport Department of Human Services
Wheel It Forward

NEAR & FAR AID IS HONORED TO BE
RECOGNIZED AS A 4-STAR CHARITY

10.



NEAR & FAR AID

Our 2023 annual Near & Far Aid Golf Classic took place on Tuesday, October 17th, at the beautiful
Country Club of Fairfield. Presented by long time sponsors Fairfield County Bank and Land Rover of
Fairfield, the event was a success with golfers enjoying a day of friendly competition and fundraising,
which helps us to support the 100+ local agencies that rely on Near & Far Aid’s fund granting.

Golfers were welcomed with gift bags courtesy of Northern Trust and Katie O'Grady & Co. Following

a BBQ lunch, courtesy of Cantor Fitzgerald, golfers set out for a memorable 18-holes along Long Island
Sound. Throughout the course, golfers enjoyed drinks from our friends at Northeast Beverage CT as well
as friendly competition at a variety of on course challenges including Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin,
Beat the Pro and a Putting Contest.

Golfers had a chance to win off the course too with raffle items donated by Golf Digest and golf foursomes
at fantastic clubs. The day wrapped up with cocktails, light bites and an awards reception, sponsored by
George Comfort & Sons.

We'd like to thank our leader sponsors who helped make the event possible: Align, Dana & Rick Walsh,
Moffly Media, Northern Trust and Russo & Rizio, LLC.

We also thank our event day sponsors, including blow-dry Southport/Westport, Dune, Northeast Beverage
CT, Joan & Steve Panagos, Katerina & Tim Powers, Kristin & Brian Clark, Lauren Kelly Weiss, Lisa & Brian
Albenze, Samira & Patrick Cwanek, Katie O'Grady & Co (Compass), Bitsy Higgins (Coldwell Banker),

and Golf Digest.

Rob Crane, Conor Gil, Dana Pike, Trip Hoffman Jason Hanna, Mike Giannone, Dan Suozzi, Billy Sofield

11.



Bryan Brown, Will Bergenzer, Joe Korjenek, Casey Ramirez, Frank Ferrara, Lindsay Muldoon, Brian Muldoon, Jorge Hendrickson, Samira Cwanek, Gil Johnson, Tom Zita, Evan Healey,

Graham McConnell, Frank Napolitani

Ryann Giannone, Kim Meier, Kelly Scinto

THANK YOU TO OUR
2023 SPONSORS

Fairfield County Bank
Jaguar | Land Rover | Fairfield
Dana + Rick Walsh

Align
George Comfort & Sons, Inc.
Moffly Media
Northern Trust
Russo & Rizio, LLC
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The 2024 Designer House Tour, held on May 31, saw record attendance on what was a perfect early
summer day. Five homes were featured that sent patrons through Southport and Westport. The talented
designers included Barbara Sallick of WaterWorks, Grace Rosenstein of Atelier Roan, Meg Young,
founder of Cailini Coastal, Caroline Kopp of Caroline Kopp Interior Design and a fifth home

highlighting a stunning onyx bar. Each home showcased a feature that had visitors talking all day

long about the grounds and designs. There is no better way to spend a sunny Friday than touring
spectacular homes while supporting Near & Far Aid's mission.

Designers, homeowners and guests toasted the day's success at Sunset Cocktails. Guests escaped
to the tropics at a private Southport residence while listening to a steel drum band and enjoying
Caribbean inspired cuisine.

Sunset Cocktails in Southport

Gaga Murray + Dana Mitchell Guests on the tour

Grace + Doug Rosenstein

13 Guests on the tour -
. Suzanne Jesse + Jasmine Rothbard



DESIGNER HOUSE TOUR

Rick Higgins and guests at Sunset Cocktails Shannon Mozelak, Jaclyn Picarillo, Meri-Leigh Daniele, Lia Filiberto, Erika Sege
House Tour + Sunset Cocktails Co-Chairs

Co-President Emily Gordon + Barbara Sallick Guy Hatfield + Melanie Smith

THANK YOU TO OUR

2024 SPONSORS Clarendon Fine Art
LTW Design

Melanie Smith & Lis Reed
CTC&G Cailini Coastal
Higgins Group | Forbes Global Properties Gault Family Companies
Henry C. Reid & Son Jaclyn Picarillo | Unique & Luxury Properties

Land Rover | Fairfield R.B. Benson & Co, Inc.

Merrin Jones Interiors

Raymond LaFlamme & Greg Murphy
Freddy & Co. U.S. Bank Private Wealth Management

Hatfield Insurance Agency Inc.

Millie Rae’s | Westport
Klar Studio

Christopher Pagliaro Architects
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FORMULA FOR AID

Drawing inspiration from the allure and grandeur
of Formula 1 racing, the 2024 Spring Gala theme,
Formula For Aid, at Mitchells of Westport proved
to be a winning formula indeed!

Our generous philanthropic attendees helped us
raise vital funds for our 2024-2025 grants through
a silent auction, paddle raise, and a live auction
led by the always entertaining Dave Price and
auctioneer Elyse Luray.

The energy and excitement heightened as an
electric violinist revealed a custom racetrack-
inspired runway, setting the stage for a fashion
show featuring Mitchells Best of Spring ready
to wear collection.

The night concluded with a lively dance party
ignited by dueling saxophones playing over French
beats. Guests enjoyed Monaco inspired cuisine,
gaming tables and a captivating percussion band -
a perfect finale to an exhilarating and successful
evening.

Maggi + Elliot Comeaux, Jackie + Zack Nelson

Brian + Kristin Clark, Katerina + Tim Powers

Rob + Elise Stone, Steve + Joan Panagos, Andrew Lerner

Karen Mitchell, Kelly Scinto, Elora Sweedler, Joanne Mason

Mary + Tim Walsh, Maggie Walsh

Courtney Petti + Cecilia Lieberman



Mackenzie Pretty, Lisa Sabino, Gaelle Dudley

Ryan + Nikki Ambrifi, Karen + Bob Mitchell

TITLE SPONSOR LEADER SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSORS

Dr. Andrea Dean + Carly Woodard

PRESENTING SPONSORS
SUPPORTING SPONSORS

HOST COMMITTEE

Kelly Schram, David + Danielle Perdue, Erich Schram

Lisa Zelson, Andrew Mitchell-Namdar, Jenny Nelson + Beth Hayes

Kim Meier Gala Co-Chairs: Allie Sherman, Ariel Dunne, Sofia Warner, Dana Mitchell
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We are grateful to our donors and corporate sponsors whose contributions help fund over
$1 million in grants annually to local agencies offering services in support of our mission.

FOUNDER'S CIRCLE
$25,000+

Anonymous

Suzanne + James Jesse
Karen + Bob Mitchell
Jenny + Dwight Nelson
Danielle + David Perdue
Stella + John Seo

CHAIRMAN'S CIRCLE

$15,000 - $24,999

The Alice Lawrence Foundation
Nancy + Sam Gault

Joanne + Douglas Mason
Linda + Jack Mitchell

Joan + Steve Panagos
Courtney + John Petti

Katerina + Tim Powers

Ken Tropin

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$10,000 - $14,999

Georgia + Charlie Adams
Robin + Bill Bishop

Roberta + Jim Conroy

Katie Scinto + Joe Emanuel
Suzanne + Gene Gorab
Emily Gordon

Haylee + Christopher Milligan
Kathy + Russell Mitchell

Sue + Bill Mitchell

Gaga + Frederich Murray
Frances + Steve Rowland
Kelly + Rob Scinto

Pam + Randall Seymore
Allie + Addison Sherman
Dana + Richard Walsh

Sofia + DeVer Warner
Ginger + Christopher Wilson

CHAMPION'S CIRCLE

$5,000 - $9,999

Kate + Peter Baccile

Joan + Allen Berlin

Mindee + Paul Blanco

Diana Bowes + James Torrey
Meri-Leigh + Francesco Daniele
The Dillon Fund

Marta Jo Lawrence

Toby + Emil Meshberg

17.

Irwin + Dorothy Nessel Foundation

Frances + Alan Offenberg
Nanette + Timothy Powers
Lisa + John Sabino
Kathryn + James Streator
Kerry + Dan Wilson

Sandi + Chris Wright
Nancy Yap

Andrew Youmans

Lisa and Dan Zelson

BENEFACTOR'’S CIRCLE
$3,500 - $4,999

Caroline + Paul Gibson
Sarah + Mark Hale

Celia + Al Hegyi

Erica Hintze + Ari Kleinman

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

$2,000 - $3,499

Kate + Jeff Babushkin

Susan + Bruce Barnet

Elena + Marco Caggiano
Samira + Patrick Cwanek
The Dinardo Aiello Family Fund
Dr. & Mrs. Rawlin A. Fairbaugh
Andrew Goldman

Kimberly + Christopher Heyn
Sharon + Ron Klammer

The Kurtz Family Foundation
Amber + Alex Leykikh

Mary Ellen + Jim Marpe
Gaier + Samuel Palmisano
Melissa Papageorge

Jaclyn + Justin Picarillo
Brenna + Brian Rhone
Meghan Rice

Donna Schmerzler

Kelly + Erich Schram

Lucille Spaglione

Elise + Rob Stone

Rosalina + Nelson Tavares
Judy + Alex Urquhart

Nancy Zucconi

Elaine + Joel Zuckerman

PARTNER'’S CIRCLE
$1,000 - $1,999
Jennifer + Jared Abbey
Simin Allison

Lisa + Brian Albenze

James + Margaret Bronner
Kristin + Brian Clark
Christine + James Cook
Anita + Nicholas Donofrio
Ariel + Jonathan Dunne
Richard Freedman
Jennifer + Gene Fridland
Toby Giangrande

Julie + James Gilbert
Jason Hanna

Elizabeth + Jeffrey Hafter
Barbara + Gary Johnson
Liz + Brian Joy

Jane + Michael Maloney
Joyce Muller

Frank Napolitani

Britta + Denis Nayden
Cynthia Callahan Rohde + William Rohde
Sally + Everett Schenk
Christin + Al Schor

Elora + David Sweedler
Kathleen Tierney

Scott Torello

Joseph Walker

SUPPORTERS

$500 - $999

Anonymous

Linda + Gene Autore
Elizabeth + Jonathan Bechtold
Ruth Ann Davids

Michael Diamond

Robert Hewitt

Bitsy Higgins

Adrienne + Steve Kardos
Robin Krawczyk

David Krulewich

Kim Meier

Allyson McGrath

Lindsay + Brian Muldoon
Katie O’Grady

Tara Rudkin

Ruscito and Head Family Fund
Susan Seath

Caren + Robert Standen
Delane + Joseph Sullivan
Carleen + Robert Walker
Lauren Kelly-Weiss + Chris Weiss
Katheryn + Christopher Wenzel
Carly + Steve Woodard



2023-2024 DONORS

FRIENDS

$10 - $499

Wendy + Jim Agah
Jen + Jeff Agne
Catherine Albin

Lisa Aldridge

Cheryl Amodeo
Pam Amodeo

Katie Andrews
Helen Appleby
Stacie Armistead
Thomas Ayars

Linda Baker

Mary Ballantyne
Ohad Barely

Lauren Barnet
Michelle Baronowski
Stacy Bass

Kathryn + Gregory Bavedas
Heather Bennett
Jane Bennett
Roxanne Bennett
Robin + Bradley Berggren
Peggy + Charles Berke
David Beylouni
David Bittinger
Wendy Block

Uma Bode

Noel Bolton

Nicole Bonn
Siobhan + James Borger
Elaine Boule
Cynthia Brown
Marcia Brown
Elisabeth Burns
Suzanne Calarco
John Camarero
Anne Carbone
Chris Carver

Susan Caserta

Ann Cathcart

Philip Cerrone
Diane + John Chiota
Mark Ciano

Hannah Cioffi

Nina + Jeff Clarke
Theo Cohan

Lauren Cohen
Cathy Colgan

Julie Connelly
Daphne Cook
Ariana Coppola
Carol Corliss
Camilla Costantini

Jenna + Dennis Crandall
Lindsey Crape
Vanessa Crosbie
Andrea Cross

Memi Faustini Csontos
Susan Cugliari

Frances Cunningham
Heidi Curran

Jill Curran

Sheila D'Agostino

Kim Daly

Heather + Ned Dane
Erica Davis

Andrea Dean

Carole Debella

Susan Dee

Rinarisa + lan DeFronze
Alison Dembo
Vanessa + David Dembowski
Merv Diamond

Lauren Donnelly
Sheila + Marty Duffy
Carol Edelstein

Lauren Effron

Jennifer + Paul Efstathiou
Tierney + Alex Ehrhart
Tami Elby

Francesca Enea
Katheryn Erickson
Kirstin Etela

Arlene Evans

Nancy Evans

Susan Evensen

Kim + Brian Farnen
Elizabeth Farouki
Laura Fasano

Jayne Fatse

Rosemary Faustini
Kevin Fay

llene Feldman

Kristin Fey

Lia + Chris Filiberto
Judith Fisher

Kathryn + Dennis Flaherty
Andy Fleischmann
Jeannette Floto

Eva and PJ Fonseca
Catherine Foster

Kelly Foster

Nick Frate

Tanya Futoryan

Carol Galasso

Lisa Gallagher

Cheryl Ganz

Vickie Geisler

Kim + Chris Geronimos
Michelle Gersh

Ryann Giannone

Karen Gifford

Jill Gionfriddo

Kimberly Glazer

Meghann Glick

Charlotte Glovin

Stan Godoff

Sara Godwin

Jeffrey Goldstein

Shirlee Gordon

Michelle + Lawrence Gore
Melissa + Geoffrey Gorman
Caroline + William Graham
Carla Gray

Linda Gray

Kathryn Grayson

llka Gregory

Kate Gregory

Lisa Grey

Michele Griffin

Jessica Griffith

Sarah + Seamus Grooms
Tanya Guleria

Alexandria Haechler
Nalini Hage

Christine Hall

Loretta Hallock

Michele Hankin

Donna Hannay

Teresa Hargrave

Cynthia Harmon

Jane + Richard Harrington
Connie Harris

Kristin Harris

Jennifer Harvey

Casey Haverstick
Elizabeth + Jonathan Hayes
Jennifer Haynos

Deborah Held

Roxanne + Bruce Hennemuth
Lea Max Hertzbach

Janet Hiltz

Mary Jacobson

Elizabeth + Trevor Janis
Beth Jodice

Jennie Doherty Julio
Tricia Kane

Amy + Neil Katz

Emma Kaye

Jennifer Keating

Cindy Keefe

Clare Kennedy

Jessica Kenny

Jennifer Kilmurray

Kari Kim

Elsa Kimak

Kelcey King

Olivia King

Faye Klein

Erin Kleinman

JoAnn Koebbe

Robin Kunhardt

Shiela + Graham Lamb
Carol Langeland

Loree Lash-Valencia
Samantha Lax
Meghan Lenihan
Christen Lert

Caroline Pech + John Leslie
Carrie Lester

Ellen Levinson

Marie Lindegren

Lanie List

Jill Littig

Imke + Holger Lohs
Amy + Jeff Lopatin
Alexandra + Mark Lovett
Bridget Lower

Alison Luciano

Char Lukacs

Katie Lynch

Penny Lyons

Jane MacDonald
Christine Magliocco
Tara Malloy

Christina Maloney
Monica Mancusi-Ungaro
Gabriella Manina
Penelope Mann

Gina + Douglas Manoni
Carla + Mike Marett
Jenna Markowitz
Susan Marks

Laura Matefy

Sarah Matthews

Lora Mazurak

John McFayden
Alison McGovern
Marie McHugh

Mollie McIntosh

Tess Masci

Ria Mehta

Janelle + Alexande Mejia
Ariane Mermod

Teresa Meyer
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NEAR & FAR AID

2023-2024 DONORS

FRIENDS CONT'D
$10 - $499

Laura Michaels
Denise Michalowski
Monica Miele

Dana Mitchell
Jennifer Mitchell
Stacy Moher
Marian Monteleone
Erin and Kevin Moore
Kathleen Moran

Christina Carroll + Michael Moriarty

Katie + Ryan Morrell
Susan + Murray Morrison
Shannon + Matt Mozelak
Tracey Naples

Andrea Neamtu
Joy-Ann Nosworthy
Ria + Josh Nova

Alexis Nussbaum

Lisa O'Brien

Molly Obrien

Gracia Ochoa

Celia + Ron Offir

Julie Oh

Caitlin Olson

Jonathan Olson

Allison O'Neill

Michele Oricoli

Jessica Osborn
Jennifer Palumberi
Kristy + Andy Papadakos
Elizabeth Pardon
Amanda Parker

Joy Patafio

Joan Paul

Maggie Paulsen
Crystal Paushter
Jocelyn + Stan Pearson
Madeline + Doug Peck
Andrea Pedemonti
Rachel Reese Pegnataro
Meena Pellerin

Pamela Dixon Petito
Patricia Pinkernell
Marylynn Piotrowski
Emma + Dave Portnoy
Amanda Posner

Julie Pottack

Katie Povinelli

Ellie Powers

Marykay Powers

Tom Pretty

Antonia Propper

Sarah Rajan

Sonal Rajan

Janice Rathbone
Meghan Rice

Kathryn + Robert Rich
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Emily + Steve Rigo
Thomas Robinson
Robin Rodgers
Parker Rogers
Nancy Rosa

Jasmine + Michael Rothbard

Cynthia + Jeff Rubin
Elaine Russell

Martha Ruther

Alisa + Joe Ryan
Wendy + Michael Ryan
Heather Ryder

Erika Sage

Cynthia Sammarco
Marnie Sandvik

Brittany Sansone

Kelly + Drew Schutte
Annette Sciarretta
Anoush Schaefer

Jacie + Christian Schiavone
Lauren Schiller

Linda + Andrew Schwartz
Nancie Schwarzman
Renata Senatore
Rebecca + Michael Shea
Christine Senoski
Jennifer Seymour
Cindy + Tim Shanley
Nancy Sharpe

Ann Shaskan

Courtney + Matthew Shiel
Jacqueline Silva
Deborah Slade

Patti Slavin

Gail Slusarski

Ann Small

Chelsea Smith

Melanie Smith

Kellie Snyder

Taylor Sosin

Joanne Spalla

Karen Spheeris

Monica + Alex Staehely
Mandy Stanton

Britt Steel

Julie Stein

Peter Stofa

Alice E. Stokes

Kate Stopa

Tracy + Tim Stuart
Caitlin Swann

Allison Taylor

Rosalina + Justin Thomas
Kristin Toohey

Avriane Trimuschat
Marion + John Tucker
Jennifer Tunnell

Mona Unser

Lisa Vacheron

Jeannie Valentino
Andriana Verdi

Melanie Verrengia
Eugenie Verrillo
Jennifer Vetromile
Celine Vitale

Angela Vleck

Kelly + Matthew Vogel
Allison Wade

Margaret Walsh

Judith Ward-Lacancellera
Joan Waricha

Wynter Warshaw

Nancy Wasserman

Molly Watkins

Leslie Wheeler

Christine Whelan
Christin + Adam Weberman
Ellen West

Bonnie Wilder

Karen + William Winget
David Wiswell

Ellen Witinok

Karen Wolfe

Dale Wright

Laura + Justin Yagerman
Laura Yamner

Jenah + Jack Yeung
Christine + Peter Yeranossian
Patricia Yoder

Susan Yonnone

Allison Young

Jessica Zecher

Lauren + John Zim

Amy Zima

Martha Zuckman

MATCHING GIFTS
Prudential Financial, Inc.
W.R. Berkley

*Donations reflect all cash contributions made
from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 and
include Annual Appeal, Directed Giving,

event sponsorships, and tax-deductible portion
of event tickets.

If we inadvertently failed to include you on a list
where you belong or have misspelled your name,
we apologize. Please contact us at
donate@nearandfaraid.org so that we may
correct our records.



2023-2024 CORPORATE SPONSORS + IN-KIND DONORS

TITLE SPONSORS
$25,000+

Jaguar Land Rover
Mitchells of Westport

PREMIER SPONSORS

$15,000 - $24,999

Charter Realty & Development
Westport Magazine/Moffly Media
W.R. Berkley

PRESENTING SPONSORS
$10,000 - $14,999

Bank of America

Coastal Bridge Advisors
Connecticut Distributors, Inc.
Fairfield County Bank

Greenwich Medical Spa

Marcia Selden Catering & Events
Robinson + Cole

LEADER SPONSORS
$5,000 - $9,999
Align Managed Services
Broder & Orland LLC
Connecticut Cottages & Gardens
DK Home
F+W Equipment Corp.
George Comfort & Sons, Inc
Henry C. Reid & Son Jewelers
Klar Studio
Northern Trust Hedge Fund Services
O&G Industries
Oak Ridge Waste & Recycling, LLC
Point 72
R.D. Scinto
Russo & Rizio, LLC
The Higgins Group/
Forbes Global Properties
United Steel Foundation, Inc.

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
$2,500 - $4,999
Cantor Fitzgerald Securities
DUNE Fairfield
Freddy & Co.
Millie Rae's
Dr. Joseph + Lesley O'Connell,
Total Aesthetics
Jaclyn Picarillo, Unique & Luxury Properties
SPECS
The Hatfield Insurance Community Fund

PARTNER SPONSORS
$1,000 - $2,499
BMO Capital Markets
Cailini Coastal
Clarendon Fine Art
Cowen & Co.
FIS Global
Fresh Flower Bar
Gault Family Companies
Goldman Sachs
LTW Design
Merrin Jones Interiors
R.B. Benson & Co.
Realtor Lis Reed +

The Legacy of Melanie Smith

Timothy Russell, The Russell Agency
Michelle Pollack, Stoned Jewelry
Concierge

FRIEND SPONSORS

$100 - $999

Blow Dry

Bitsy Higgins, Coldwell Banker

Kim Cooper/Haute Energy

Elizabeth Haney, Here For You Clothing
Kiawah Ventures

Katie O'Grady & Company

Vanessa Lewis, The Penfield Collective
Sarah Thurston, Trumpet Southport
Ray LaFlamme, U.S. Bank

Greg Murphy, U.S. Bank

IN-KIND DONORS

99 Bottles

Georgia + Charlie Adams

Lisa + Brian Albenze

Annie Alexander

Artisan Restaurant

Phil Asmundson

Autostrada of Westport

Balloons and Beyond

Bartaco

Zach Barratt

Shannon Bates

Bella Soiree, Heather Cody

Pablo Bellagamba

Ben Larrabee Photography

BFT Westport

Bird Salon

Blackstone’s Grill

Sarah Blair

Mindee + Paul Blanco

Blow Dry

Bohlsen Restaurant Group

BONDA, Jamie Cooper

Boston Red Sox

Camoro at the Delamar

Sam Cargill

Cipriani

Michelle + Kevin Clark

Gerard Clinton

Colony Grill

Commander's Palace

Meghan + Brian Cotter

Melissa Coulson

Elizabeth + Peter Courtney

Chelsea Cutler

Samira Cwanek

Meri-Leigh + Francesco Daniele

De Buck Gallery

DJ Marv

Don Memo

Sarah Dreyer

Earthplace

Paul Efstathiou

Tierney Ehrhart

Elm Restaurant

Embassy Row

Equinox

Fabricare

Fairfield Theatre Company

Family Holistic Healthcare,
Dr. Andrew Crape

John Fath

Fieldtrip

Lauren Forehand

Fortina

Fresh Flower Bar, Sarah O'Brien
Gabriele's Italian Steakhouse
Garelick and Herbs

Nancy + Sam Gault

Glossier

Adam Goldberg

Nate Gooding

Emily Gordon

David Gray

Gray Goose

GrayBarns

Greenwich Medical Spa
Greenwich Point Dermatology
Greenwich Tent Company
Hampton Water Wine Company
Amanda Harlan

Harry's

Here for You

Brett Herman

Howard Saffan

Larissa Hrabec

Ida Chen Salon

Imperial Dental Associates

The J House Greenwich Hotel
Suzanne + James Jesse
JetBlue

Jim's Ice Cream Truck

Jordan Sears

Josie & Tony's

Tom Kirdahy

Caroline + Chad Kopp

Knot Norm's

Kona Ice

Land Rover Fairfield

Le Meridien

Lesser Evil

Marty Levine

Meaghan + Nick Lillo

Lime Rock Drivers Club

Little Pub

Loews Regency New York Hotel
Lola & Veranda

Marcia Selden Catering
Mastercard

Kim Meier

Haylee + Chris Milligan

Bill Mitchell

Karen + Bob Mitchell

Mitchells of Westport

Modern Dermatology

Allyson Monson Fine Art Photography
Moxie Salon

Mr. Frosty's

Mrs. London’s Artisan Bakery & Cafe
Dale Najarian

NBA

New Beauty & Wellness
NicholsMD

Northeast Beverage

Northern Trust Hedge Fund Services
Nourish CT

NY Yankees

Katie O'Grady & Co. - Compass
ONEHOPE + Blue and Berry

Orange Theory Westport

Paci Restaurant

Pamela Einarsen Photography

Madeline Peck

Pedal Cruise

Katerina and Tim Powers

Precious Oysters

Pure Barre

Rive Bistro

Rolleri & Sheppard CPAs

Rose Hill Farm

Grace + Douglas Rosenstein

Rowayton Seafood

RPM Raceway

Megan + Rob Rice

Nicole Ruscio

Robert Russo

Barbara + Robert Sallick

SALON dada

Marc Santo Domingo

Sarah Holland Sports

Kelley Schutte

R.D. Scinto

Allie + Addison Sherman

Steve Sherman

Cory Sigadel

Sophie Sikatis

SKIN by Sarah

SoulCycle Westport

Stretch Zone

Super Duper Weenie

Elora + Bill Sweedler

Taconic Hotel

Maggie Tadros

Amy Tambini

Tarantino Restaurant & Bar

Raleigh Taylor

Teddy's Transportation System

The Bar Method Fairfield

The Chelsea

The Cottage

The Pantry

The Shortbread Shop

The Sport Haus

The Wonder

Tradewind Aviation

Judy + Alex Urquhart

Vespa

Viva Zapata

Dana Walsh

Sofia Warner

Lauren Weiss

Westport is the Bestport,
Ariel Dunne

Westport Tennis Club

Wheeler House Flowers

Jay Williams

World Wide Entertainment

Wylder Windham Hotels

YES Network

Jess + Rob Zecher

Lisa + Dan Zelson
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NEAR & FAR AID

As an all-volunteer organization, our volunteers are the heart and soul of Near & Far Aid. They work
tirelessly to raise funds and awareness so that we can grant to the wonderful agencies in our community
that do such important work. Our incredible volunteers bring their skills, dedication and compassion in
the spirit of helping others and improving the lives of our neighbors in need.

Our Presidents' Council is a dedicated group of volunteers who support and advocate for our mission

in the community on a regular basis. Presidents' Council members are the stewards of our Events
Committee and support them with our critical fundraising efforts. Near & Far Aid is grateful for their

support and dedication.

2023-2024 VOLUNTEERS

Ashley Allen
Lucinda Ames
Lorelei Atwood
Lisa Babington
Taylor Baldwin
Natalie Biebel
Julia Broder
Jenna Crandall
Betsy Daignault
Jessica DeFeo
Rinarisa DeFronze
Vanessa Dembowski
Caitlin Diaz

Ariel Dunne

Kim Farnen
Shawna Feeley
Kathleen Friedler

Ryann Giannone
Meghann Glick
Jenna Goldman
Lauren Good

Patty Hayman
Gabriel Hidalgo
Kelsey Kalapos
Maureen Kaminsky
Amanda Kirilov
Kaitlin Krulewich
Judy Kubica

Loree Lash-Valencia
Lauren Laughlin
Steff Lindley

Phyllis Maffuid
Christine Magliocco
Peggy Martin

*We apologize if we inadvertently left anyone off the list. Our volunteers are
the backbone of our organization and we appreciate all everyone does!

Jackie McFadyen
Ellen McNees
Christina McVaney
Cynthia Melchiorri
Sarah Menninger
Christina Musso
Estelle Nabiocheck
Janet Nalezynski
Maryann O'Connor
Christine Oleynick
Allison O’Neill
Courtney Petti
Linda Raymond
John Raus

Sara Reiss-Schmidt
Carly Ridloff
Chrissie Rodriguez

Maddie Romita
Marta Sala

Donna Schmerzler
Lisa Sciarini

Allison Shea

Carol Timpanelli
Sarah Thurston
Pam Toner

Jacklyn Truong
Nancy Violette
Julie Walsh
Christin Weberman
Arla Wiles

Karen Winget
Carly Woodard
Dale Wright
Christine Yeranossian
Tony Zeleny
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VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

In honor of our Founder, the Jeannie Fay Award

is granted at the discretion of the Board to individuals
who, without previous formal recognition, have
volunteered selflessly and demonstrate outstanding
dedication to furthering the work of Near & Far Aid.
The recipients are recognized for being instrumental

in supporting the fundraising activities of the organization
and for lengthy service which has enhanced our success
and growth. They have worked tirelessly, accepting
responsibility with grace, while setting a standard of
caring that was first established by Jeannie Fay. The first
Jeannie Fay Award was presented in 2001. This year the
Jeannie Fay Award was granted to Meri-Leigh Daniele.

Recipient Meri-Leigh Daniele with Board members Katerina Powers
+ Kim Meier

THE HEART OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY IS IN OUR CARE

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Make Near & Far Aid part of your annual giving plan: Become a Corporate Sponsor:

Donate online @ nearandfaraid.org Join our commitment to improving lives

Donate by check to Near & Far Aid Association, Inc. while partnering with businesses and people

Mail to PO Box 717, Southport, CT 06890 who share the belief that doing good is its own reward.

Set up a recurring monthly gift. A convenient way For information, please email kimm@nearandfaraid.org

to spread your gift over several months.

Make a gift of appreciated stock. Attend one of our Annual Near & Far Aid Fundraising Events:

Matching Gifts - Your gift will have even greater Spring Gala at Mitchells of Westport: April 25, 2025

impact if your company matches it! Designer House Tour: May 30, 2025

Planned Giving - Make Near & Far Aid part of Golf Classic: The Country Club of Fairfield, Fall 2025

your legacy.

Donate part of your RMD (Required Minimum Become a Volunteer:

Distribution) to Near & Far Aid. Make a difference by contributing your time, talent and
resources to Near & Far Aid and the communities we

For assistance with your donation, please email support. For information, please email info@nearandfaraid.org.

treasurer@nearandfaraid.org

22.




NEAR & FAR AID

SAVE THE DATES

Spring Gala
Friday, April 25, 2025

Desigher House Tour
Friday, May 30, 2025

Get Social NEAR & FAR AID
with us! PO. BOX 717
SOUTHPORT, CT 06890

n NEARANDFARAID.ORG
INFO@NEARANDFARAID.ORG
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